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SECOND  SESSION,  1883-86. 


OFFICE-BEARERS. 

President : 
Edgar  Judgk. 

Vice-PfesiJenl : 
f.  H.  N.  Richard. 


Hon.  Secretary. 
J.  A.  Boyd. 

Speaker : 
Matthew  1 1  utc  h  i  n  son. 

Clerk  oj  the  House : 


Hon.  Treasurer: 
E.  J.  Bedard. 

Deputy  Speaker: 
P.  G.  Martineau. 


Serge  xnt-at-Arms : 
J.  Goldberg. 

Council: 
T.  H.  Russell.  A.  P.  McDonald. 

R.  W,  McLachlan.         H.  Gerin-Lajoie. 
R.  Dandurand.  James  Harper. 

E.  W.  Beuthnek.  E.  J.  Chambers. 


PREFACE. 


The  Revised  Constitulion  and  Rules  of  Debate 
vere  adopted  at  the  Second  Annual  Meetin^r  of 
the  Society,  held  in  the  Natural  History  Society 
Hall,  on  Tuesday  Evening,  October  13th,  1885. 
The  Council  desires  to  impress  upon  every  member 
the  fact  that  the  success  of  the  Society  in  a  great 
measure  depends  upon  a  strict  observance  of  these 
rules.  Members  are  accordingly  requested  to  read 
them  carefully,  and  to  comply  wiih  them  on  all 
occasions. 


CONSTITUTION. 


!• — ^Name  and  OnjhicT. 
This  Society  shall  be  called  the  "Montreal 
Parliamentary  Debating  Sojiety,"  and  its 
object  shall  be  the  promotion  of  the  art  of  public 
speaking. 

II.— Memhershii'. 

Membership  shall  be  open  to  all  on  payment 
of  an  annual  subscription  of  one  dollar,  and  a 
member  shall  be  entitled  to  take  his  seat  in  the 
House  after  being  proposed  and  seconded.  (The 
payment  of  two  dollars  shall  entitle  to  honorary 
membership). 

III. — Officers. 

The  Officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President, 
Vice-President,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  Speaker, 
Deputy-Speaker,  Clerk  of  the  House  and  Ser- 
geant-at-Arms,  who  shall  be  elected  at  every 
annual  general  meeting  to  serve  for  one  year,  but 
shall  be  eligible  for  re-election. 

IV^ — Council. 

The  Officers,  together  with  the  Prenier  and 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  for  the  time  being,  and 
eight  others  to  be  chosen  annually  from  among 
the  members,  shall  constitute  a  Council,  by  whom 
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all  the  business  and  other  affairs  of  the  Society 
shall  be  regulated,  except  as  hereinafter  prescribed. 
The  Council  shall  have  the  power  to  fill  all 
vacancies  occurring  in  its  body  during  the  session. 

v.— Mode  of  Procedure. 

The  ordinary  meetings  of  the  Society  shall  be 
governed  hv  the  rules  of  the  Dominion  House  of 
Commons,   as   far  as   practicable,    and   by  such 
special    "Rules  of  Debate"   as   may   be,    from 
timeto  time,  adopted  by  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers  at  the  annual  or  a  special  general  meeting. 
Every  ordinary  meeting  shall  be  presided  over  by 
the   Speaker,    or    in   his    absence    the    Deputy- 
Speaker,   and  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  follow  the 
methods  of  the  House  of  Commons  as  closely  as 
possible  in  every  form  of  procedure  not  otherwise 
prescribed  for  herein. 

VI.— Duration  of  Session,  etc. 

The  Society  shall  meet  weekly  from  October  to 
April,  inclusive,  at  such  place  and  on  such  nights 
as  may  be  determined  by  th^  Council,  but,  at  the 
will  of  the  House,  extra  meetings  (for  debate  on 
adjourned  business  only)  shall  be  held  at  any  time. 

VH. — Membership  Fee.   * 

The  annual  membership  fee  shall  be  one  dollar, 
and  shall  be  payable  upon  election,  or  at  the 
commencement  of  every  session. 


VIII.— Duties  of  thk  Government. 

The   leaders   of  the   political    party   having   a 
numerical    m.njority   in   the   Mouse   shall  form  a 
Government,  and  shall  arrange  the  business  to  be 
brought  before  the  Mouse  at  each  session,  giving 
due  consideration  and  precedence  to  the  motions 
of  private  members.     It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Government   to   resign   office    immediately   after 
defeat  upon  any  measure  or  resolution  introduced 
by  them  officially  or  to  which   they  have  given 
their  official  support,  or  upon  any  vote  showing  a 
want  of  confidence;  they  shall  then  be  succeeded 
in  office  by  the  opposite  party. 

IX.— Order  OF  BusiNfss. 

The  order  of  business  at  every  session  of  this 
House,  except  extra  sessions,  shall  be  as  follows:— 

1.  Questions   to   xMinisters  and   notices   of 

questions. 

2.  Proposal  of  new  members. 

3.  Notices  of  motion. 

4.  Orders  of  the  day. 

X.— Annual  Meeting. 

The  Annual 'Meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be 
held  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  the  month  of 
Oct(d)er  of  every  year,  when  the  Officers  will  be 
elected,  and  other  regular  business  transacted. 
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RULES  OF  DEBATE. 


!•— I^t"!AT»ON  OK  MeKTINGS. 

The  Speaker  sl,all  take  the  chair  and  call  ihe 
House  ,0  order  al  8  o'clock  sharp.  The  deba.e 
^ha  1  dose  at  lo.,;  o'clock,  when  a  division  sh.ll 
be  laKen,  unless  the  House  adjourns  upon  a 
mo„on  (which  shall  he  without  debate)  or  by 
con.sent.  ;         "/ 

If.— Length  of  Speeches. 

The  proposer  of  any  measure  or  resolution  shall 
be  allowed  tw  .ty  minutes,  and  every  other  speaker 
ter.  mmutes  to  address  the  Mouse.  This  rule 
must  be  strictly  adhered  to,  and  no  member  shall, 
under  any  circumstances,  address  the  Hou.se  lomjer 
than  the  specified  time,  unless  by  the  special  con- 
sent of  the  House. 


III.— Mode  of  Addressing. 
Every  member  desiring  to  speak  shall  rise  in 
his  place,  uncovered,  and  address  himse'f  to  Mr 
Speaker. 

,     IV.— The  Ri(;ht  to  Speak. 
When  two  or  more  members  rise  to  speak    the 
Speaker   shall  call  upon  tne  member   whom  he 
first  notices,  to  nddress  the  House. 
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v.— Calling  to  Or^er. 

A  member  called  to  order  shall  immediately  sit 
down. 

VI.— The  Speaker's  Decision  Final. 

The  decision  of  the  Speaker  upon  all  matters 
shall  be  final,  and  without  appeal. 

VII.— Speaking  Twice. 

No  m.^mber  may  speak  twice  to  a  question.  A 
reply  of  five  minutes  only  will  be  allowed  to  a 
member  who  has  made  a  substantive  motion. 

Vlir.— Order  to  be  Maintained. 

When  the  Speaker  is  putting  a  question  every 
member  shall  retain  his  seat.     When  a  member  is 
speakmg,  no  other  member   shall  interrupt  him 
except  to  order.  ' 

IX.— Motion  to  Adjourn. 
A  motion  to  adjourn  shall  always  be  in  order 
but  no  second  motion  to  the  same  effect  shall  be 
made   until   after   some   intermediate  proceedinjr  - 
shall  have  been  had. 

X.— Want  ok  Confidence  Motion. 

A  want  of  confidence  motion  shall  express  the 
specific  matter  upon  which  it  is  based,  and  the 
debate  must  be  confined  to  that  matter. 
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XL— Divisions. 

Divisions  upon  all  questions  shall  be  taken  by 
the  Speaker,  in  such  manner  as  he  may  think  fit, 
without  tellers.  If  the  leader  of  a  recognized 
party  in  the  House  desires  to  have  a.  division 
taken  by  call  of  the  roll,  he  may  require  this  to 
be  done,  but  he  must  do  so  prior  to  the  division. 

XII.— The  Chair— Explanatory. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Speaker  and  Deputy- 
Speaker,  the  House  shall  elect  one  of  its  mem- 
bers to  take  the  chair,  and  the  term  Speaker  in 
the  foregoing  rules  shall  be  understood  to  mean 
the  actual  occupant  of  the  chair  at  any  meeting. 
The  parliamentary  rules  on  first,  second  and 
third  readings  of  bills,  and  on  Committees  of  the 
M'hole,  shall  not  apply  to  the  proceedings  of  this 
Society. 
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